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Ben-Gurion's night of vigil,
the early hours of Friday, 14.5.1948 / Yali Ziv

02:00 AM, Ben-Gurion deals with all the various aspects
of the establishment of the State and the management of
the war. He receives with great sorrow the message of the
massacre at Kfar Etzion. A meeting of the Haganah's General
Staff takes place in his home. He works on the final version
k of the Declaration of Independence

Will there be an all-Arab invasion as soon
as the British Mandate expire?
Friday, 14.5.1948 / Einat Zarfati

In the morning the British evacuate Jerusalem, the High
Commissioner flies to Haifa, board a boat in the port - and
leaves the country. The Arab countries are preparing for
the invasion, and in Israel, yet to be born, the hope is that
the invasion will not occur. The poet Nathan Alterman has
already decided, and publishes the poem "The Morning Of
The Invasion” in "Davar” newspaper.

A dream of generations has been realized. The establishment of
the State of Israel ceremony,
Friday, 14.5.1948 / Hila Noam

At exactly 16:00 in the afternoon, David Ben-Gurion, the
first prime minister of the State of Israel, bangs his gavel
and opens the ceremony of the establishment of the state.
He reads aloud the Declaration of Independence and the
members of the Provisional State Council sign the scroll.
A tremendous excitement. The ceremony takes only 32
minutes. Ben-Gurion concludes with six words: "The State
of Israel has been established. This meeting has ended”.




Meeting of the People's Administration
Wednesday, 12.5.1948 / Pierre Kleinhouse

This was a dramatic meeting, in which 10 members of
the People’s Administration were to decide whether
to establish the State of Israel on Friday, or delay the
declaration of independence due to American pressure.
Ben-Curion insists and decides: "It’s now or never!”.
They decision to declare the establishment of the state of
Israel is reached.

Briefing with US President Harry S. Truman,
Wednesday, 12.5.1948 /Ovadia Benishu

US President Truman convenes his senior advisers, headed
by Foreign Minister George Marshall, in order to decide
whether the United States will recognize the State of Israel
in the event Israel declares independence. Marshall objects
and opposes the president, who he believes is "plotting” to
recognize the Jewish state that is about to be born.

Jaffa Surrenders,
Thursday, 13.5.1948 / Sasha Zilberman

A dramatic event in the history of the War of
Independence. A delegation of Arabs from Jaffa arrive to
the Haganah commander’s home in Tel Aviv in order to
sign a letter of surrender, after Jaffa leaders realized that
nothing would save them from a Jewish occupation.
The delegation arrive one day before the establishment of
the state.

The hall in Tel Aviv Museum is prepared for the ceremony
in which the State of Israel will be declared
Thursday, 13.5.1948 / Alon Braier

On Thursday, the designer Otte Wallisch and his team are
instructed to prepare within 24 hours the large hall of the
Tel Aviv Museum at Dizengoff House for the ceremony. They
replace pictures, prepare a stage, drag chairs from coffee
shops, add a big banner and a picture of Herzl and rent a
carpet. Wallisch also purchases paper scroll suitable for
writing the Declaration of Independence.



The Friday That
Changed Destiny

Graphic Diary

“The Friday That Changed Destiny” is Friday, 14.5.1948, the day in which
the State of Israel was established. The two days prior to the “Friday That
Changed Destiny”, Wednesday and Thursday 12-13 May, were dramatic.
The author S. Yizhar described them as “The moment before the state
was born”.

These three days, and especially Friday, are described in an unusual
manner, through a graphic diary, created by seven artistic illustrators,
considered among the best of the younger generation of illustrators
in Israel. Using their artistic talent and employing a young and
contemporary style, these illustrators take us back to the drama that
took place in Ben Gurion’s home, the meeting room of the People’s
Administration, as well as Washington and other places.

On the occasion of Israel’s 7o0™ Independence Day, the historical events
are revived through the illustrated pages, and express a light and loving
glance at the birth room of the state, which will soon have a name and
place in the family of nations.

The graphic diary is based on Dr. Mordecai Naor’s book, “The Friday That
Changed Destiny” (Yehuda Dekel Library, 2014).
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Based on Dr. Mordecai Naor’s book
“The Friday That Changed Destiny”




